7'55/@ I was in The Pufiachorra Tea Govdens.
No matTer how many Times I visit' T am
oadwoys confronted @ The staggering amount
of l&/v”’{y cases in The ‘f'm\gmfdens'. Z"f"f'ru@
makes me so sad! 750(@ 7 was f’nléowinﬂ-—

up wilh 6 fomilies who howe adl complefed
Theiv mwﬁ‘w(mg ﬂwmfyj (the vitad curve 1o
leproy}. Owr Team wanTed 1o ensurve There
wewre no complications with Their Treatment,
bu}f’mos’f’&mporf’m@ we womTed 1o be someone
1o Tatk 1o. Even when you awe cuved from leprosy you sTill canvy The mental

weight and Tromma of/wa,n'nj The words Lﬁ""‘ howe leprosy " It breaks my heoawT when
people affected still feel 'd&@ " omd showmeful. It was @J'ob Today To lighten That
load. Tkro@h every action I am Wmﬂ Them know ﬂv@ are not despised. I wanTed
To show acceplance, love and support. You hawe no idea how much of am impact
simply holding someone ‘s hamd has. ff'b@éns 10 break down fedmjs of loneliness amd
vejection. Jesus dewwinstiroted demonstioted That in his eonthdy life, amd That continues
1o be my inspivation. Those affected desevve 1o be shown love.

Hfter our follow —up visits, we screened 232 people for
leprosy. Definifely a busy doy! We had 1o break the
dé/VM’fafmﬂ news To ¢ Mﬂv@ had lqyroiy. Even ﬂwuﬁh
Z shawe This news da@, parﬁow(ow@ in The ‘f’eajowdens,
i doesn ’Tﬂez"m\g easier. But Therve is stild /w/ye./ There
is a cuve amd Lfﬂb@ fnish Their medication They con be

cuved. T
Tt's as easy a5 hat’

f/d/ymﬂ and coxing for people is in my nofure. 7 am
so Thamkfud God bro@/»‘f’me T The quofy Mission so I can serve The
mosT undexprivileged amd vejected people in our commundty. Z am adso Thamkful for
Those who awe reaching ouf in love from Novthern Irelamd. I Thank God That becanse of
Their compassion I con be The outiorking of Their love heve in Bomglodesh.

e
Please prow for convade for me. That I would not loose heowt as
90 é’mggs'f‘fke Sooig,? norms of my country ond show Those affected
the love and suﬁ/yorf"m@ deserve.
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Today was such an encouraging
doy . Praise God! T had the aamazing
opporTundy To focilidate Training
sessions for leaders of The Leproy
People 's O::gmimﬁon. These

awe leprosy offected people who want o be ambassadors for change in Their
communifies. Where do Ibe;,gin 1o explain The impact, These phenomenal people make!
Wot only ave They an extra pair of@% 1o helpp spot and refer new cases, bw‘fﬂ@ ave
odso ambassadors in Their communities. Through spreading awareness Mow?"lqaroig
omd b"‘”ﬂ”‘ﬂ o{mf@ To dispel nwﬂw ond mi&wna(&rs’f’mdénﬂm’, ‘ﬂv@ ove /wlpmﬂ Teonr
down Tthe walls ofs’f”gma and discvimination. They ave a voice for inclusion and
equodily. They help lead and link Together locad sdf—/‘elpjrows - ovificad groups
That awe a lifeline o many as They empower and support leprosy affected people.

With These groups They help manage a loan system, which people affected con access
1o stowt their own smadl business! How amazing is Thot ¥ They ave enabling Those
aﬁ‘ed’ed@ leprosy To Take chavge of Their fnanmcial securify and promotfe self-
s'uﬁoien@ ond independence.

Comn you Tell how in awe I am of These individuals,

and I am only sorafthing the surface of what they do!

These sessions leave me feeh‘nj 50 humbled, Thamkfud, omd encouraged. 7 look at The
group in front of me, who axe leprosy affected ond marqginadised Tea workers, but
more s*?"r&kinﬂ@ 7 see Their eagerness To develop Their leadevship skills, To be The best
ambassadors They con be and a souvce of supportto others in similow sifuotions To
Themselves .

Prowy God gives wisdom 1o These leaders as They support leprosy affected
pesple. Proy for God 1o increase Their capacily ond enable more
individuads To sTep inTo simar voles and posifions of influence.
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Doy 3

759(@ Z was in The Tea Yovdens agoin.
The job at hand was 'skin camps ' -
sereening for new leprosy cases. Z am
W@S’ oonﬁ/orﬂ"ad@ poverTy in The Tea
ﬂawdans. 77@ owe The poorest of The poor
ond l”f"’ofﬁ is jusT one of The many issues
ﬂ@ face. T offen wish we could do move! T am a,émgjs'
Thamkfud 1o God for what I howe, when I see others howve so liffle. IT

makes me move defevmined 1o help, 1o be The honds ond feet of Jesus and help lif 1 The
buvdens of The lowfg.

7 was working adongside government heallh wovkers which
is adwoys an Wij and encouraging experience. For
me i shows The breakdown of discvimination, where Fnadly
leprosy is stawting To be viewed as any ofher disense.

This is The woy it should be! 1T shows our government is
'f'méinﬂ action @ms’f"fhe le/woy evisis; omd That is 0xaazfj
what it is, a crisis! Cases in these Tea gowdens axe 20 -
30 Times higher Thon 'fhejéobwl owveroge.

Zsn T that staggering 2>

The need can feel overwhelming, but that is what makes
me Thankful for oTher health workers. IT helps our
reach 9o fuvther, adlowing move people To be found and
cuved of Their leprosy. The longer Z wovk with The
L&/"’Dfﬂ Mission, The move I realise The imporTance of

wovking in powThership with others. 7 proy This model of
workinﬂ as co —workers will Aelp us see an end 1o lqaros' soon.

Proy that working in portnexship with vthews will enable move hidden
cases of leprosy To be found. Proy that God would bless ws with more
ﬂov&rnmen’f’hmﬂh workers, ablowing us 1o extend our reach fuvTher .

Every Blessy)
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9@4

Todoy was different from my wsuod
visids 1o The fijdens, which
often a refreshing change. I met
with 13 heatth core profwsémm
who awe employed by The Tea —
company . 7 led Them ‘ﬂwouﬁh leprosy Training, )
from spotling The eanly signs omd {gmp'fbms, 1o how To ‘f'reaf'mu —
curve it It was encourading 1o see Their positivily omd enthusiosm. 1 co [ﬂ e
see They showed The some poassion ond drive 1o help Those offected that I howe. P
that They can now see it a5 any other disease, and not fean Those offected as n;a:ﬁw
oThers do. 771{/9 wont 1o include leprosy cove in Their w:gw{ak_uqonrr respons

and sevvices. What wonderfud news!

This is music To my ears pnd o esTimony To The progress God

is enabling in These communities. The image that comes To my head s @ net being —
cost further. With The help of The ‘f’eaﬂmfden health wovkewrs ouv smr‘oh for new cas
widens. I om Flled wilh thomkfulness by The end of This session knowing Theve ave

713 movre people commitied To searching for those aﬁcwfed@ leprosy w::o a:;;he:anx‘
ﬁu:goﬁén. T keep imagining penple wailing in The quewne ot The Tw“_?_m anmwne o
Someone M@be with a sove Thwoot, someone with a back oor‘w/olam ; ;:V e
Leprosy {gmp‘f'oms ol in The some line. Lepros would be like any 0 ,
The way i should be amd no’f'sqm,rafe.

Proy for The owners of all The
( 1o invest in seeing on end To Leprosy in their communifies ond
/yromo‘f'eﬂood health for all.

‘f'ijm(ms'. PV@ ‘ﬂt@ will conTinue
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fMW@s' feel blessed when I con atfend self-
help group meefings. These axe groups made
wp of leprosy affected people who want 1o
empower and support one another . TI‘@ are
_groups focused on giving a voice To leprosy
affected people and promoting independence
omd :M'f’mnab% Mony people affending
howe sufferved greafly due 1o disabilidy
M@d@ lode diagnosis of leprosy. This
has dem’f'm“mj consequences on Their
livelihoods, impacting Them and Their fomilies. IT leanves many asking
questions like 'how will T look affer my ﬁww{«j 7 omd 'how will we suvvive C . IT's
JusT not fair That people howe These preventable disabilifies. It devastafes Their lives and
vobs independence and freedom. If only our project was b\iﬂg&r. ¥ only Thewve weve more

perple To spot cases eonly and stop leprosy in id's tracks before it has an opporTunidy To
Take hold of someone’s life.

This is why These groups awe so impovTant. Today we withessed
The group members deposid Their S'df-hd/yﬂroufy sawings. Each
member poys a smadl amount into The showed group fund, Then
when someone is in a(llﬁ"llowﬁ:g or wants To staxt a new business or
Trade, They con request a Loan firom The group. Like T said a few
doys a9, This is promoting financiad independence amd freedom .
How mpow&rinj./ We see encournging examples of people wsing
These loans To b@jom. The mon@jen&rwfedﬁfom The milk
helps cover The gaps in lost wages from dimbb@,h&lfym\g Lift
The crippling w@hfofb«s‘w@. IT's incvedible 1o see The
hope and vestorafion These opportunifies can bring. Yet Today something diffevent stiruck
me. When T veflect on The/yw&rg present in The Teaﬂawdens, every Taka (owrreneg in
gMjW%’h/) is s0 preciows. However, despife The liffle each person has, The vadue of
oommwn@ omd swporﬁnﬂ on anoTher is much more important. People come ﬁﬂdh&r

Mﬂ/ﬁf%ﬂbve. In This vole I am so offen hambled and am Taunghl just as much as Iz
Teach.

Proy for God's blessing on These s’df—/wlfaﬂrowf. P.r@ ﬂ‘@ will be a /aplaoe o;:
empowerment, bringing positive change To people s fmanciad yd‘uafwns-.' r;zl v
move people in cowntiies like Novthern Irelond To support, To enable This v

work To expand mdﬂrow 1o veach more people in need.
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P@@

To'a(@ was onoTher exciling
oppor‘f’m@ 1o work MOP\I? side

a ﬂw@mmw‘f‘ Sociak Welfore
Officer. This pewson’s vole is To
assess The needs of Those who axe in
financiod difficutties due To fomily circumsTances,

il heatth ov mwu@. This is a fantasTic opportunily for Those

a#edéd@ Leprosy 1o get additional suppovt. In moments like This I alwoys step
back and appreciafe God s faithfulness as we are b@irminﬂ To veap The ﬁfmfofjms
of velofionships bm&(dinﬂ with omﬂowymmw‘f? This opporTunily may not howe been
possible a fewjms @o,gd’ﬁod is answering proyers ond has softened heonts and
Yiven moTivafion 1o Those who hawe The M»V@ 1o make read change in communities.

Hftor seoing the chalbnges and poverty present in The Tea gawdens The Social Welfore
Officer was spurved To support those wilh leprosy and oTher disadvantaged people
living in The Tea gowden. Being able o see with Their own eyes The Triods omd opposition
pevple are ﬁwmj has inspived a need for chomge, and

7 am Thankfud 1o God for This.

Prowy ﬁrﬂov&mmw‘f’s&rv&w providexs. Praise God for The progress
that has been made ond proy for This To confinue To grow. Proy

for extended suppovt for Those affected by leprosy ond Those facing
extireme poverly in The ‘f’eaﬂmdens.

E/&VJ B lessing
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Doy

Today wmaﬁdd@/mre is s0 much 1o
unpack, no‘f’m«écj did we screen for new cases
but adso completed follow wp cowe omd conducted
oommz,m@ oworeness onvound [qyrvy ond The
mwmdwsfmdinﬂs That lead To s‘f'\aﬂma omd
fear . Communily aworeness is an aspect of

my role Menww@w me in my wovk. I
feel I om making a veal diffevence. I £lls me -

with such encouvagement when 7 see The walls of

s’@ma come crashing down. Thewve ave so many nwﬁw avound l%?”{g,‘ d's

a curse from God,\goa cafeh ﬂ‘ﬂwo@h Touch, There s no cuve, people need 1o be excluded!
None of which ave True. IT's like ve—wrifing hundreds ufjms- " worth of untruths about
le//yroy. People walk omoy with new pevspediives and w=a new woy ofﬂulnkinj. A/o‘f’on@
This, but people leowe knowing about the signs and symploms of leprofy, meaning Theve ave
move eyes able 1o s'/ao‘f’ﬂ’/ This combined with corvect information, means people can ﬁfwéfj
come forwond for diagnosis, without feor amd anxiely of what others may Think.

I wish we could do more of These sessions adong with move screening To diagnose new cases.
These visits p&rﬁd@ balonce coning for The physicad, sociad
omd mentad needs of communities. I see This as my ministry.
Z;lspbred@ Jesws, I know Those affected desevve love amd
support. I want 1o ensure They get This not only from me and
Tim, but others in the community who may be rejecting and
shunning Those affected.

This is why These sessions awe so important o me!

Z offen Think and veflect on what These communities

would look like without The support from TIM and

other orqanisations like Them. I can 't even imagine The
mown‘f'ofmﬁw&nﬂ ond poin Theve would be. IT fills me

wilh Thankfulness That Theve are people on The other side of The world, who axe flled with
compassion amd want 1o enable and proy for This Tramsformative work.

Lefs proy for God 1o expond The work of TIm, Those who They pmj;
with omd Wﬂwwnmen‘f'mﬂh depontment. Proy That The needs ofb se
[ a#w{'ed@ leprosy will vemain a priovily mw(‘ﬂw«z"m;re pe‘opte con be

\ veached wilh The support, cowe and love They deserve! Praise Gop'(ﬁw‘fhe
supporters in Novthern Dreland who ave every bit as apont of This work

os T om!
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