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Joy in the journey...

As we look forward to
World Leprosy Day on
25th January 2026, our
hearts are encouraged

as we hear stories of hope
from across the Global
Fellowship. Our focus

this year is on leprosy

in children.

Satendra, pictured on the front
cover and on page 3, is a young
man from Nepal who has been
saved from the grip of leprosy.
Leprosy stole so much from him,
including his health and mental
wellbeing. Thankfully, today we
can celebrate he was found,
cured and saved from despair
thanks to your support.

Nisha (page 4) is a precious

young girl who has experienced
rejection from her friends in school
just because she has had leprosy.
No-one should be discriminated
against because they have a
curable disease, right?

Thank you for standing with these
children in prayer, and making a
difference in their lives through your
generous support. By reaching and
curing children affected by leprosy
early, we are preventing disability
and stopping leprosy in its tracks.

On a personal note, by the time
you read this | will be recovering

We are delighted to welcome Ben
Davison to the team in the role of
Funding and Programmes Officer -
get to know him more on page 8 of
this INTOUCH

from surgery. | recently received
a diagnosis of early stage
endometrial cancer and surgery

is the treatment required. I'm
thankful the Lord has given me a
deep sense of peace. Can | ask

you please to pray that no further
treatment would be necessary and
that | would know the Lord’s healing
and strengthening power as | take
time off to recover.

Thank you! May God bless you
abundantly in 2026.

Joy Fleming



World Leprosy Day
= 7pm 23th January 2026

You are invited to a special evening event

This year we are hosting
an evening of worship
and prayer to mark World
Leprosy Day in Craigmore
Methodist Church.

Craigmore is Stephen’s home
Church and it's very fitting that
we host the event here as in
February he will be travelling
with a team from TLM Shop and
TLM GB to India. There he will
visit TLM Hospitals and meet
colleagues from TLM India, as
well as our most important
guests - those affected by
leprosy whom we serve.

This will be an evening of

worship and prayer, as well as a
commissioning and sending out.
You are warmly invited and we
would love to welcome you as we
share about this exciting trip as
well as share the World Leprosy
Day resources.

Craigmore Methodist Church is a
beautiful country Church, address
is below. There will be tea and
coffee served afterwards, we
would love to see you there.

Craigmore Methodist Church
Orken Lane
Aghalee

Craigavon BT67 OED

Come and Pray.

The Leprosy Mission was born

and cradled in prayer.

Prayer changes things and in

this season we need to pray
before Stephen travels to

India and these resources are

launched. Will you join us?

Scan this QR code

to find directions to
Craigmore Methodist
Church

Satendra (pictured here and front
page) should have been enjoying
life in school and playing cricket

with his friends, but leprosy stole so
much from him. Fear and despair
grabbed hold of him and if not for the
intervention of his family he would
have died.

Leprosy is stealing hope from too
many youngd lives, join with us to
declare ‘No child is born for leprosy’
as we mark World Leprosy Day.




No child is born
for leprosy

Leprosy should be a thing of the past.
Yet it still exists, and it still devastates
the lives of thousands of innocent
children every year. Robbed of health,
safety and opportunity, they are a
forgotten generation. Childhoods lost,
voices unheard, bodies disabled and
futures shattered.

God's justice is not passive. It's active. Bringing hope
to places of despair. God calls us to defend the
oppressed and protect the vulnerable. To care for His
children and welcome them in His name.

We believe that every child is born for more than
leprosy. We believe that together as God's people
we must fight for justice and for change. This means
finding and curing children quickly, challenging
hatred, restoring hope and rewriting futures.

“He tends his flock like a
shepherd: He gathers the
lambs in his arms and carries
them close to his heart..”

Isaiah 40:11 (NIV)
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| am Nisha

Nisha lay on her bed in her
darkened room, listening to the
laughter of her friends walking
to school — a life that had left her
behind.

“You can't play with
us! You're unclean!”

The taunts echoed in her mind,
sending big tears down her cheeks.
For someone so young, there was
so much to bear. Anger, loneliness,
despair and, above all, a deep
sense of injustice. Life simply wasn't
fair.

Nisha lives with her father and
brother in a small rural village in
India. Work is scarce and survival is
hard. Her father travels miles away
to earn what little he can to send
home. Nisha’s mum died when she
was a baby. But she was blessed
with a stepmother who filled their
home with love — until leprosy
struck.

Her dear stepmum’s leprosy

wasn't treated properly, and her
hands and feet grew numb. She
injured them without realising and
the wounds became infected. A
distraught Nisha watched as she
quickly deteriorated. When she
stopped eating, Nisha knew it was
only a matter of time. By the age of
nine, she had lost a second mother.

In the midst of caring for her
stepmum, Nisha ignored a small
patch on her own face. But when
the patches spread to her arms
and legs, she knew something was
wrong. A local doctor gave her a
cream, but it made no difference.

Her dad took her from one hospital
to another with no answers.
Eventually, they heard the word

leprosy. Nisha could hardly breathe.

Soon her face swelled, her skin was
sore, and she couldn’t hide that she
had the disease. Neighbours began
to keep their distance. Her dearest
school friends rejected her. Home
was her only refuge, yet it also
became her prison.

Then came hope. Someone told
her dad about Champa Leprosy
Mission Hospital.

He says:

“At Champa they didn't just see
Nisha as a patient — they saw her
as a person. They cared.”

At Champa Nisha received proper
treatment and the compassion she
had missed for so long. Slowly, she
began to smile again.

After three weeks she returned
home, stronger and healing. But in
her village, stigma remains. People
still whisper. She's still not allowed
back to school. Will she ever have
the future she deserves?

Will you stand with The
Leprosy Mission to care
for Children like Nisha?
Please consider booking
a speaker from The
Leprosy Mission to come
and share stories of
transformation and hope

in your Church.
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You can stand with Leprosy Mission
teams who care for children

like Nisha. In Jesus’ name they

are fighting to prevent leprosy
destroying another generation.

Every day, they battle fear with truth,
giving children like Nisha the chance
to walk through the school gates
once more — out in the world where
they belong.

Pray for Nisha who has been cured
of leprosy but still has a long battle
against discrimination ahead of her.
Pray that stigma in her community
would break down and that she
would be accepted back in to
school.

Projects like CUFA (Children Unite

For Action) teach young persons
affected by leprosy about their
rights and train local champions

- pray for funding and success for
projects like this to stop stories like
Nisha's repeating.

Pray for Churches across Northern
Ireland, that they would be open
and receptive to hearing from The
Leprosy Mission — that we could
raise awareness and support to see
leprosy defeated in Jesus’ name!

For World Leprosy Day we are sharing
the incredible story of Nisha. Hope from
the ashes. Will you host an event for
World Leprosy Day? Full resources will
be available on our website so if you
would like to download them and host
an event yourself please check out our
website by scanning the QR code here:




Could I please ask for prayer at this
time as it’s been a while since I've
travelled like this!

+ Pray for safety as we travel. Although
we aren’t going to very rural locations
there will still be some travel by road

My wife Sheena will be holding the
fort while I'm away so please do pray
for her and the kids, that they would
understand why I'm away from home
and not miss me too much

We'll be visiting Salur Hospital - Pray
for God ordained moments of meeting
persons affected by leprosy, that they
would be willing to share their story

Although | have had all my travel
vaccinations and will take precautions
please pray that the insects don't give
me too much attention!

Pray for increased fellowship with each
other. The group travelling to India

will be made up from three different
members of the Global Fellowship, as
well as those from TLM India who are
hosting us. Pray for a real sense of
fellowship as build relationships and
share experience.
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From Ireland to India...

Wellesley Bailey first set sail to India from Ireland in 1874. The
Leprosy Mission began with fundraising for the first hospital in
Purulia, India, which was opened in 1882.

Although this will be Stephen'’s first trip he is walking in the
footsteps of many who have gone before him. The link of
generosity and love is well established from Ireland to India and
we are thankful for all the work that has already happened.

\

Visakhapatnam

o : India
This trip will focus on the Indian State of Andhra Pradesh. Most of

the itinerary is focussed around Visakhapatnam where the team
will be visiting local hospitals and clinics.

CUFA = Children Unite For Action

A key project Stephen is looking
forward to visiting is called CUFA
(children Unite For Action).

This project is implemented in several
locations across India, but in Vizag
Stephen hopes to visit a Children’s
Parliament with Suresh Dhondge.
Suresh works for TLM India and
manages the CUFA project. He wrote
recently as part of the ASK devotional
that staff pray through every day
referencing this verse from Matthew...

Chikkiren Unite For Action
{(CUFA - Project)
Maharashtia
TRAINING PROGRAM (N LEPROSY
FOR PHC ASHA WORKERS
25/04/2025 "
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CUFA trains vital community workers,
this recent image shows a cohort who
have just gone through training
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Jesus said, “Let the
H H At the heart of CUFA are the Children’s Parliaments, where youn
little children come to young

. leaders meet to discuss issues that deeply affect their communities.
me, and do not hlnder They advocate for clean water, better sanitation, and the inclusion of
u marginalised children in schools. These forums show us that even the
them, for the kingdom

youngest hearts can inspire change when guided by faith, compassion,

of heaven belongs to and a sense of justice.
such as these.”

Matthew 19:14 (NIV)

Jesus welcomed children with open
arms, showing that their lives, voices
and dreams are precious in God'’s
eyes. He reminds us that the smallest
among us are often the greatest
teachers in faith, courage and hope.
The Children Unite for Action (CUFA)
Project reflects this vision in action.
CUFA supports children, especially
those affected by leprosy providing
scholarships, awareness, and access

) . / & i o Initiatives like ‘Global Handwash
to mainstream education. g N s Day’ teach children at risk about the

importance of hand hygiene, vital
skills to stop the spread of bacteria
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Meet Ben

Ben Davison pictured with Joy
Fleming. Ben is delighted to be part
of the team and has picked up where
Pam left off. Ben will be writing to
Trusts and Corporate Funding in the
coming months.

= Our new Funding and Programmes Officer

So Ben, where are you from, how
did you get here?

I'm delighted to be here, my
family are originally from Northern
Ireland and | was born in Belfast
but spent most of my life in Dublin.
| studied in Scotland and France
before returning to to Dublin for
my Masters Degree in International
Development and starting work. So
now | suppose I'm back to my roots!

| was always aware of TLM as a

well established charity. I'd seen

it in Churches across Ireland but

a family friend Hazel Coulter,
(Database Administrator for TLM NI)
mentioned the role when it came
up and | was working in a similar
charity at the time. | worked for Plan
International for the last few years,
they are a big federation NGO who
focus on education. | worked in the
office, looking at projects in West
Africa and the Pacific Islands as
part of the programmes team.

Countries like Liberia, Guinea Bissau
and Guinea were countries | worked
with as part of my role, and in 2025
and got to travel to those countries.
There | got to see the work on the
ground and help the project team
to deliver year one reports and
support the team. We also engaged
in annual conferences where

we brought all the project staff

together for training and advocacy
sessions. | loved working as part

of a global team and having
colleagues from all these different
countries.

My role was around finance and
compliance rules which is much
more exciting than it sounds. Plenty
of excel documents!!

‘Projects’ are vital as they
give structure to the plans

we want to implement. Rather
than just throwing money at a
problem, projects give shape
and goals for all team members
to work towards. These goals
have review points with target
indicators to help everyone
see if it is on track and where
support is required.

What excites you about working
with The Leprosy Mission?

I have a passion for people who are
marginalised. When | was a student
in Edinburgh | helped with a local
food bank and saw the inequality in
the world. That burned a passion in
me and | haven't forgotten it.

And to combine my work and

my faith is so important to me. |
grew up through Church and faith
life in family but had to make a

decision as a teenager. Looking back
and seeing God's blessings on my life
brought me to a point where | became
really aware of the need to ‘plug in’
and grow my relationship with God. |
found God to be the answer to a lot of
the longing in my life and it's incredible
looking back over the years and to see
family and friends praying for me all
those years. I've been really blessed
and now to see God's presence in this
work is so exciting and I'm glad to be
contributing to it.

I've enjoyed the office and the team
here in Lisburn. Although we are a
small team there is such a big network
of supporters, board members, Church
Reps and the Global Fellowship. There’s
a much bigger family that we are a
part of and I've felt that, it's exciting.

What's on your desk in the next few
months and how can we pray for you?

The next few months are really
important as Funding and Programmes
officer. When big funding opportunities
come it's my role to match the

funding with projects in countries and
make sure it's used effectively and
responsibly. Here are a few ways you
can pray for me as | settle in;

Pray | can get my head around new
projects and new colleagues across
the Global Fellowship as | navigate
time zones and languages.

That my efforts to engage with Trusts
and Businesses would bring good
fruit and working partnerships.

It can be difficult to receive funding

for a Neglected Tropical Disease
like leprosy — pray that those | meet
with and write to will see the person
affected by leprosy and make a
difference.

I will work a lot with Irish Aid as | licise
with them on projects like Olikanassa
in Mozambique. Pray for good
working relationships with Irish Aid
and for the TLM Mozambique team
implementing the project.
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Many people think of leprosy as an
ancient disease. That is both wrong
and right.

The earliest evidence we have of
leprosy is a skeleton in India that
dates back 4,000 years. There are
references to leprosy in the Bible and
in the scriptures of other major faiths.
This makes leprosy a disease with
ancient roots.

However, leprosy is also a modern
disease, with almost 200,000 people
diagnosed with the disease every
year.

Leprosy was once widespread
in Medieval Europe...

Many depictions of leprosy in
modern popular culture derive from
our understanding of leprosy in
Medieval Europe. It is believed the
disease first originated on the Indian
subcontinent but by the Middle Ages
there were many hospitals and
colonies across the continent of
Europe. It is believed the disease was
most likely spread to Europe through
trade routes and by travelling
armies.

Leprosy on the island of Ireland was
thought to have been introduced by
Viking raiders and traders, with
evidence of leprosy found in Viking

Leprosy inIreland

graves around their settlement of
Dublin.

Many Churches and place names
in Ireland still bear links to their
roots in leprosy. The suburb of
Leopardstown in South Dublin has
nothing to do with the animal! It
was named after persons affected
by leprosy were moved there. It
was once a place of isolation and
separation for those suffering
from the disease of leprosy. Fear
of infection in Dublin city led to
the creation of this colony in the
foothills of the Dublin Mountains in
the 14th Century.

St Nicholas’s Church in
Carrickfergus has a window
named the ‘leper’s squint'. It
shows how leprosy was feared
and those affected by the disease
were isolated and cut off from
community and church. They
could go to the window to receive
alms from the Church, but not be
welcomed in.

The term ‘leper’ is now
considered to be highly
derogatory and The Leprosy
Mission encourages use of the
term ‘person affected by leprosy’.

We have come a long way

The incidence of leprosy began to
decline quite suddenly around
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Pray that more people would
catch the vision of a world free
from leprosy.

+ Pray that stigma and
discrimination would cease
and those who need help would
receive it.

+ Pray for western wealth
countries, many have forgotten
how their citizens suffered
from leprosy and have cut
foreign aid budgets. Pray for
a transformation and that
leprosy research and aid would
increase.

the 1400s and had died out of most
European countries by the 1600s.

The reason for this decline is not well
understood and was not studied at
the time. Some people believe it is
due to the increased quality of living
conditions, including better nutrition,
clean water and improved sanitation.
An improvement in these areas leads
to a stronger immune system and

a greater chance or resisting the
bacteria that causes leprosy.

Since the late 1800's, our
understanding of leprosy has
improved dramatically and there is
no longer reason to fear the disease.
Indeed, there are only a few cases in
the UK every year which are treated
and cured by the NHS. These

are typically from persons born in
endemic regions who were infected
with the leprosy bacteria before they
arrived in the UK.

When leprosy is found early and
diagnosed and treated correctly
we have nothing to fear. We long for
a day when all can live in a world
free from leprosy. Thank you for
playing your part in bringing hope
and transformation for a world
free from leprosy.




The Leprosy

' Mission
Northern Ireland

Shovakhar Visit

Garden of Joy

In September we were honoured to
have Mr Shovakhar Kandel, leader
of TLM Nepal, visiting with us in
Northern Ireland. It was a wonderful
time of meeting supporters and
sharing encouragement as

we hosted events in Ebrington
Presbyterian Church, Lisburn’s T3
Conference Centre and held the
commissioning of Joy Fleming in
Newmills Church, Portadown.

Graves into gardens

As Shovakhar was sharing updates
about Anandaban Hospital since
the landslides in September

2024 he mentioned something in
passing that on reflection is quite
profound. We were asking about
the beginnings of Anandaban
Hospital, this wonderful beacon of
hope and healing on the hillside
outside Kathmandu.

At the time TLM Nepal were looking
for a location to build. Their first
hospital for the care of those
affected by leprosy. It was the
1970’s and the Royal Family of
Nepal invited The Leprosy Mission
to come and build a hospital. When

they were looking for a piece of
land they couldn’t build near the
city or any residential areas. Stigma
meant the hospital needed to be
far away, out of sight so as not to
cause offence.

The hillside that the hospital was
built on was a wasteground. It was
neglected and even some in the
community there had used it as a
graveyard. But God's good plan has
prevailed. This graveyard has now
become a ‘Forest of Joy'.

The Nepali word
‘Anandaban’
translates to
‘Forest of Joy'

Since the first building at
Anandaban more than 100,000
people have received health care
services from that place. The reach
and significance of Anandaban

is profound, but the challenge still
remains. This year some hospital
services were moved to satellite
locations. Although groundwork
and repairs have taken place there
are big decisions needing to be

made for the future of Anandaban.

A geo-technical survey took place
doing a detailed analysis of the
ground that Anandaban was built
upon. They found that the ground
was not suitable for any further
building and in some places
showed risk of further slippage.
Please pray for wisdom for the
team in Nepal. There is still great
need for those affected by leprosy
in Nepal, pray that they receive the
right support and insight to lead
them through this next season of
decisions.

A verse that Shovakhar shared with
us is printed below. We pray that a
strong spirit of courage and trust
will stay with the team in Nepal;

“The Lord himself goes
before you and will be
with you; he will never
leave you nor forsake
you. Do not be afraid; do
not be discouraged.”

Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)



Commissioning Service
= Newmills Church

Here’s a small piece from the interview we had with Shovakhar, to
watch it in full please use the links or QR codes below.

What does support from Northern
Ireland mean to you in Nepal?

As | said earlier, we are together, one
family. Without your support we wouldn't’
be able to function, we wouldn't be able
to reach out to help people. It's beyond
words how important your support is. Not
only the financial support but the prayers
and other support throughout the years.
It is like oxygen to us. We are serving the
people through your support, we work

on your behalf. We are one in Christ so
Anandaban also belongs to you, it is your
hospital. You are a part of this ministry in
Nepal. Please be proud of this ministry,
real work is going on and you are a vital
part of it.

Interview with
Shovakhar

TLM Nepal video
— Anandaban
future
challenges

Rewatch the
Commissioning Service

We are so thankful for Newmills
Church who hosted our Service
of Commissioning. If you would
like to view the recording it is
available online here;

Service start after
announcements
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...to bestow on
them a crown of
beauty instead

of ashes, the oil

of joy instead of
mourning, and a
garment of praise
instead of a spirit
of despair. They
will be called oaks
of righteousness,
a planting of

the Lord for the
display of his
splendour.”

Isaiah 61:3 (NIV)

Pray for God'’s restoration work
among the staff and patients
in Anandaban, that they would
have beauty for ashes.

Mr Shovakhar Kandel (TLM Nepal
Country Leader), Dr Joy Fleming
(TLM Northern Ireland Country
Leader), and Mr Brent Morgan (TLM
International Director)




You could leave a legacy
to defeat leprosy for good

No child is
born for leprosy

We believe that every child is born for
more than leprosy. Everyone has an
opportunity to respond. A gift in your will
of 1% can make a profound difference
for a child affected by leprosy.

We know leprosy is still spreading today, and
children like Nisha, pictured here, are being
trapped as victims of this cruel disease. With
better research and support The Leprosy Mission
can send more teams out to find and cure leprosy.

Some day leprosy will be defeated, transmission
will have stopped and no child need live in the fear
of a leprosy diagnosis.

Could you help that day come sooner?

The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland is a
registered charity in Northern Ireland. All the
details your solicitor should need if you chose to
remember us are printed below. If you have any
questions or need information please contact us
at info@leprosymissionni.org

T“E The Leprosy Mission Northern Ireland
Lagan House, 2a Queen’s Road
LE PROSY Lisburn BT27 4T7Z
Phone: +44 (0) 28 9262 9500
" ISSION Registered with Email: info@leprosymissionni.org
FUNDRAISING
NORTHERN IRELAND

REGULATOR leprosymissionni.org

Registered Charity No: NIC106322 A Company Limited by Guarantee registered in Northern Ireland No: NI640401
Leave a legacy where leprosy is defeated — leave a gift in your will to The Leprosy Mission — contact us for details at info@leprosymissionni.org



